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The sociolinguistics of writing in a global context: resources, centres, peripheries
A seminar organised by 
	                    Theresa Lillis  and Carolyn McKinney

	          Open University, UK
	University of Cape Town, SA


Day Seminar, to be held at The Open University, Friday September 30, 2011
Online seminar from September 20 2011 for one month coordinated by 
Lynn Coleman and Jackie Tuck (The Open University)
Expressions of interest in participating in the day seminar 
to be submitted by July 15 2011.
	Date of day seminar
	Friday, September 30 2011

	Place
	The Open University. Milton Keynes, UK

	Online seminar
	September 20 - October 20th

	Focus
	This day seminar and parallel online seminar seeks to address what a sociolinguistics of writing looks like in the early 21C from the perspective of global centres and peripheries. 
It will pick up on some of the themes raised in  the day seminar in 2010 (http://www.uklef.net/events/event201007.html),
particularly in relation to the politics of resources, repertoires and style.
Key questions will be:

1)     What do we mean currently by the 'sociolinguistics of writing'? (theory, epistemology, ideology, methodology..)

2)     Where/how do issues of  power, access and diversity figure in sociolinguistic approaches to writing? (including globalisation, inequality of resources and ideologies of -semiotic- resources..)

3)     To what extent does current work on diversity in writing practices echo and or challenge a sociolinguistics which has predominantly focused on spoken language?

4)     What are the implications and consequences (policy, pedagogic, curriculum design) of current critical approaches to writing, e.g. emphasis on diversity in New Literacy Studies, Jan Blommaert's  discussion of 'grassroots' writing and 'peripheral normativity'.

Underlying themes to be explored are: participation and access, locality and globalization, the status of English, the affordances/limitations of resources - including digital technologies.
The relevance of the discussion to teachers and language professionals will be discussed.

	Keynote speaker
	Jan Blommaert,  Professor of Language, Culture and Globalization, Director, Babylon Center, Tilburg University

The Netherlands.

	Organizers
	Theresa Lillis, t.m.lillis@open.ac.uk
Carolyn McKinney caro.mckinney@gmail.com

	Contributions and structure of the day
	The day will be structured around presentations, small and large group discussions, both face to face and via audio or video conferencing with the aim of ensuring maximum opportunities for seminar participation. 
The precise format will be decided once expressions of interest have been received.

	Cost for participation in day seminar
	£45. This will include refreshments am and pm and lunch.
(There are some reduced fee places of £25 for students).

	How to take part in the day seminar or the online seminar
	Complete the attached expression of interest and return to c.l.johns-mackenzie@open.ac.uk by July 15. The coordinators will reply by August 1.



EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Please return to 
c.l.johns-mackenzie@open.ac.uk by July 15 2011

1. 
Personal Details
Title:

First Name: 

Family Name:

Job title: 

Department:

Organisation: 

Postal Address:

Postcode:

Email:
2. 
How does your research connect with the seminar aims and themes?
Include a brief (200-400 word) description of how your research connects with the seminar aims and themes. 

3. 
Would you like to participate in the day seminar? 


If yes, please indicate your preferred option:
____
1. 
As a presenter to smaller group (e.g. 10-15 mins contribution for small 


group discussion
____

2. 
As a listener/participant in discussion
4. 
If you have ticked 1, please include an abstract (200-400 words) of the specific contribution you would like to make on the day

We aim to finalise programme and inform you of details by  August 1st.
5. 
Would you like to participate in the online seminar?
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